Gradient Hearts

Cross-stitch charts Ey Loose‘]’ﬁreaa[Stitcﬁery

2024

A pair of small and relatively simple projects to practice stitching colour gradients
in blackwork. Both hearts use the same fill motif. Heart 1 has a horizontal
gradient; Heart 2 has a diagonal gradient. Each chart measures 70 stitches wide
Ey 60 stitches ﬁigﬁ; stitched area is 60 x 50 stitches. Shown here on 14-count
Aida and in 5” ﬁoqps.
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Notes

The blackwork ﬁ[f is back-stitched using a sing&e strand of emﬁroiofery ﬂoss, The
hearts are outlined in stem-stitch using a double strand of emﬁroid:ery ﬂoss. The

models are shown on 14-count Aida and use the fo[fowing colours @( DMC
thread:

Heart 1:
Back-stitch (single strand) Stem-stitch (double strand)
DMC 915 e DMC 915
DMC 825
Heart 2:
Back-stitch (single strand) Stem-stitch (double strand)
DMC 3837 e=mmms DMC 3837
DMC 3805

The fo[fowing is worked as a singﬁa (ong stitch:

L ¥ L ]
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The gmcfients are created By rejaeau’ng a ﬁ[f moufcmcf gmcfua[fy rqofacing
stitches qf one colour with stitches of a second colour. 1 ﬁnd’ it easiest to work all
back-stitches cf the smm’ng colour ﬁrst Qfor Heart 1, this is DMC 915; for Heart
2, 1t is D'MC 383 7). Pve included charts sﬁowing on[y these stitches so that you
can see how the mouf faafes out in the starting colour. This is the most diﬁ:icu(t
part when it comes to Eeqoing track qf where you are in the chart; once the ﬁrst
colour is comy[ete, you use the second colour to ﬁ[f in the gaps in each mo’af.
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Heart 1, Colour 1 Only
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Heart 2, Colour 1 Only
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